
Ruffles and the Red, Red Coat 
Teaching Notes

Introduction
Meet Ruffles, the star of a brand new picture book series exploring the 
highs and lows of preschool life. With brilliantly-observed and hilarious 
animal illustrations by author and illustrator, David Melling, whose hit 
series Hugless Douglas has sold over 2 million copies worldwide! 

Using these notes
Use these sheets to introduce your class to Ruffles. The activities 
included encourage children to engage with the story and think about 
emotions and friendship.
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Hardback • 9781788009881 • £9.99 / Paperback • 9781788009898 • £6.99
Suitable for ages 3+ • Published by Nosy Crow

David MellingDavid Melling grew up in London with various siblings and a 
selection of animals. It took David a while to decide what he wanted 
to do with his pencils (he never stopped drawing), and for a period 
of time in the 1980s he worked as a background artist in several 
animation studios. By the mid 1990s he began illustrating children’s 
books. He is best known for his Hugless Douglas series. To date he 
has created around 150 books in over 30 languages.

There are lots of things Ruffles likes . . . 
and lots of things he doesn’t! He LOVES 
scratching, digging and chewing but he does 
NOT like wearing his coat on rainy days. 
No, no, no, no, NO! But when Ruffles wants 
to splash in puddles with his best friend, 
Ruby, he soon learns that some things are 
definitely worth wearing your coat for! 
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Introduction
Show the front cover of the book to your class. What kind of animal is Ruffles? 
What words would they use to describe Ruffles? Then read out the title 
of the book to the class: Ruffles and the Red, Red Coat. What do they 
think the story could be about?

Discussion questions
Discuss these questions as you read the book together.
• How does Ruffles feel about his new coat? 
• What happens when the big dogs arrive?
• Why doesn’t Ruffles want to play with Ruby anymore?
• In what ways is Ruby a good friend?
• What has Ruffles learnt by the end of the book?
• Did you enjoy the story? Would you recommend it to a friend and why?

Activity: My Favourite Things to Do
Ruffles the dog loves doing a lot of diff erent things like digging, fetching, 
singing and sleeping. These are all verbs, or ‘doing words’. Ask the class 
to think about the things they like to do and make a list of their 
favourite activities. For example, swimming, jumping, dancing or laughing. 
Then ask students to draw a picture of themselves doing their top five 
favourite activities. In pairs, ask students to share their picture lists and 
discuss together. Are there things they both like doing? Are there any 
activities they’d like to try? How do they feel when they are doing their 
favourite activities?
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Activity: Reading Diff erent Emotions
We can see how Ruffles feels by his expressions and his actions. As a 
class, look at the illustrations of Ruffles trying on his new coat. Ask the 
class to look at Ruffles’ face and expression, at his body and his actions. 
What do these things tell us about how Ruffles is feeling? Why do you 
think he doesn’t want to wear his coat? Think of a time when you have 
been told to do something you didn’t want to do. How did you feel? 
What did you do to show how you felt to others?
Now look together at the illustrations of Ruffles meeting his friend Ruby 
and playing together. Does Ruffles look diff erent? Thinking about his 
expression and actions, how can you tell that Ruffles is happy? Why do 
you think Ruffles is happy with Ruby? What expressions do you make 
when you’re happy? 
In pairs, look through the illustrations together – can you fi nd examples 
of when Ruffles is: 
• Angry 
• Happy 
• Scared 
• Excited 
• Sad 
• Surprised
Can you draw faces for each of these expressions? Do they look the same 
as your partner’s drawings?
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Activity: What Makes a Good Friend?
Ruffles loves his friend Ruby and they love playing in puddles together. 
Ask the class: What do you like to do with your friends? How do you feel 
when you are with your friends?
When Ruffles gets ‘wet and cold and cross’ he doesn’t want to play with 
Ruby anymore. Ask the class why they think Ruffles reacts in this way? 
How does Ruby feel? Ask students to think about a time they may have 
upset a friend – how did they feel about it? How did they make friends again?
Ruby brings Ruffles’ coat to him so they can play in the puddles again. 
Why does Ruffles decide to wear the coat now? What has he learnt? 
Has Ruby helped Ruffles?
Discuss as a class what makes a good friend and create a mind map 
together of all the best qualities a friend should have. 

Activity: The NEXT Ruffles Adventure
The next book in the Ruffles series is called 
Ruffles and the Teeny, Tiny Kittens. Ask the 
class what they think the story could be about. 
Now ask students to think about creating their 
own story about what happens when Ruffles 
meets lots of tiny kittens. Will they play together? 
Will they get along? 
Hand out the activity sheet on the following 
page to each student and ask them to draw 
their story in the six boxes. Ask them to think about how they will show 
how Ruffles is feeling in their drawings. Once they’ve finished, ask 
students to share their stories together.students to share their stories together.
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Meet Ruffles, a lovable dog who is  

learning all about the world around him!  

Can you draw your own story about  

Ruffles in the boxes above?
Ruffles and the Red, Red Coat 
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