
Discussion Notes
• How does the prologue build tension? The section finishes, ‘something found them.’ (p. 3) 
  Discuss what you thought this ‘something’ might be.
• How would you feel about going on a trip into space? Beth takes her diary, what would you take 
   with you?
• Beth doesn’t always say how she’s actually feeling. For example, on page 41, ‘“It was…” Horrible.    
  Terrifying. Awful. “It was pretty rough, I guess.”’ Why do you think she won’t say how she felt? 
   Do you ever hide your feelings? Why?
• Major Greyling says, ‘The command chain is more important than the ship, but it is not more 
   important than the crew. The crew are the reason it is there in the first place. Sometimes those 
   who understand the mechanics of  command do not always understand why it matters.’ (p. 48) 
   Discuss what she means by this and why you think she says this to Beth.
• How would you feel about being watched all the time by Ship?
• The first thing Beth is told when she’s woken from the jump is that she is the captain. How do you 
   think this makes her feel?
• Beth and Vihaan have to make decisions under pressure – discuss the different factors they have 
   to consider. Can you imagine how difficult being in charge can be?
• What characteristics do you think make a good leader? What are the most important and why?
• Being the only ones awake on board Orion is very scary. How does everyone help each other through?
• Beth is terrified of  walking outside the ship. Is there anything that makes you feel this way? How 
  do you cope with your fear?
• Mikkel says to Beth, ‘I do the things I can and leave the rest to others. I do not worry about what I   
   can’t do.’ (p. 157) Is this helpful advice? Think about the things you are good at, is there anything your 
   friends can do better than you? Is it important that we all have diff erent skills?
• Ship makes Beth repeat the mantra ‘I do not control the seas. I cannot control the wind. But I am 
   the master of  my own ship.’ (p. 172) Discuss what a mantra is and why Ship tells Beth to repeat this. 
   Can you think of  any mantras that help in your day-to-day life?
• Mikkel says that his way of  controlling his fear is to ‘be methodical’ (p. 196). Do you think this is a    
   good tip? Does it sound easy to do?
• When Captain Murdoch says they are ‘not monsters. Surrender, and we’ll take what we need, give   
   you passage to a colony, and all of  this will be over.’ (p.205) Do you believe her? Why/why not?
• Ship can’t tell any of  the crew what happened during ‘the Event’. How do you think this must feel,   
   not knowing what has happened? Do you have any ideas about what might have happened?

• Beth can’t control her anger any longer and lets it out on the crew (p. 232). What   
  did you think about her outburst? Did you feel empathy for her?
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• Discuss how the crew must have felt when they discover Ship has been hiding things from them. 
   Who seemed to take this news the worst and why do you think that is?
• The crew discover they have already failed in the past. Why do you think they failed? How do you 
   think you would cope in charge of  Orion?
• Captain Kier wants to use the Videshi as a resource. He says, ‘Every great empire on Earth got 
   there by exploiting someone or something. Buff alo, whales, forests, oil … slaves … it doesn’t 
   matter. We take the resources, we create an empire. That’s what humans do. There’s no point 
   fighting it.’ Discuss what examples there are of  this exploitation in real life. What are the issues   
   with what he is saying?
• Beth and her crew manage to come up with a successful plan at the end of  the book. After their 
   failed attempts, why do you think they were able to be successful this time? What skills did they use   
   to succeed?
• How have the characters changed during their time on board Orion? Think about how each of  
   them behaved in the opening chapters and how they worked together at the end.
• What do you think happens next? Do they make it home?
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Activity Ideas
Diary Entry
Beth takes a diary with her when she leaves Earth. Write a diary entry from her first day on Orion. 
How does she feel being on board? What will she miss from Earth? What things might she write in 
her diary that she wouldn’t reveal to her family? Think about the way Beth speaks and try to write in 
a similar style. Share your diary entries with the group – are there any common themes in your 
entries? Do you think if  you were in Beth’s position, you would write a similar diary entry? How 
would yours differ?

My Skills
Beth, Vihaan, Arnold, Lauryn, Lucille and Mikkel all have diff erent skills. Once they work out 
how to use them, they work well together. Think about what you’re good at and discuss this with a 
partner. Is there anything that you’re both good at? Draw a picture of  yourself  and add around the 
drawing the things that you’re good at. What are you most proud of  and why? 

Protect the Videshi
Beth and the crew realise how important it is for them to protect the Videshi from being destroyed 
and exploited. Create a poster encouraging people to protect either the Videshi, or something from 
real life, such as animals or forests. Include why people should protect them and simple tips for how 
they can help. Get creative and aim to grab people’s attention through bold images and headlines.

What Next?
Write from the perspective of  one of  the adults on board Orion once they have been woken up. 
Think about how they feel after being asleep for months. Where are they? What is the first thing 
they see? Who is there to wake them and what are they told? How do you think they will react to the 
news of  what has happened to Orion?
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