
My Investigation Notes
Isobel, Sam and Lettie don’t have long to solve the mystery on board the S.S. Marianna. They need to 

find out the identities of  both the murderer and the victim. As you read The Secret Detectives, 
use your own detective skills to solve the case. Make notes below on what you find out.

Suspects
Make a note of  your key suspects here, including

any suspicious behaviour or possible motives. 

Clues
Keep track of  any key pieces of  evidence 
that are discovered throughout the book. 

Notes
Use this space to jot down any questions that need 
answering or extra things you don’t want to forget!

Solved!
When you have your answers, note them down here.

Murderer:
Victim:
Motive:



Uncover the Answers
Can you find the answers to each of  the questions below? 
The first letter of  each answer spells out DETECTIVES. 

Use this to help you if  you get stuck!

1. The top floor of  the ship is called what? 

2. What is the first name of  the author who wrote The Secret Detectives? 

3. Where does the note from Major Bourne say to meet? ‘By the                          ’

4. The S.S. Marianna is sailing from India to where? 

5. What is the name of  Major Bourne’s nanny? 

6. Sam finds a sweet on the floor on the night of  the murder. What is it called? 
                                 Delight

7. Where is Lettie’s father?

8. Lord Trimlingham is known as the Discount

9. Where is the Suez Canal?

10. What is the name of  the code that Sam uses to communicate with Isobel in 
     the dining room? 

A
ns

w
er

s: 
1.

 D
ec

k,
 2

. E
lla

, 3
. T

el
es

co
pe

, 4
. E

ng
la

nd
, 5

. C
la

ra
, 6

. T
ur

ki
sh

, 7
. I

nd
ia

, 8
. V

isc
ou

nt
, 9

. E
gy

pt
, 1

0.
 S

ai
lo

r’s



Crack the Code
Using the key below, can you crack the 

secret message to uncover an important clue?

A     B    C    D    E    F    G    H    I    J    K

L    M    N    O    P    Q    R    S    T    U    V

W    X    Y    Z

L    M    N    O    P    Q    R    S    T    U    VL    M    N    O    P    Q    R    S    T    U    V

A     B    C    D    E    F    G    H    I    J    K
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Solve the Puzzles
Can you complete the puzzles on this page and earn your 

place as a member of  the Secret Detectives?

Unscramble the ship words below!
Use the clues to help you.

B I A N C
(where guests stay onboard)

I S O L A R
(a member of  the crew)

A G O E V Y
(long journey at sea)

A C T A N I P
(head of  the crew)

H E L P R O O T
(circular window)

A R T B O A R D S
(the right of  the ship)
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Check the handwriting!
Which suspect’s handwriting matches the writing 

on the note found by Isobel and Lettie?

I SAW YOU

SUSPECT A
WHO AM I?WHO AM I?

SUSPECT B
WHO AM I?

SUSPECT C
WHO AM I?

SUSPECT D
WHO AM I?WHO AM I?

I Spy. . . 
How many magnifying glasses 

can you spot hiding on this page?


